
Guidelines to assist  
 you when selecting 

Batteries 
 
Store the chair near a power point 
for recharging batteries after each 
use. 
 

Access 
 
Portable ramps can bridge up to 
three steps, alternatively, use a 
permanent ramp or lifting platform. 
 

Transport 
 
Wheelchair hoists can lift a 
powered wheelchair in and out of a 
car boot.  Portable ramps can be 
used if pushing the wheelchair into 
a station wagon or van. 
 
If getting in and out of the chair is 
difficult, consider purchasing a 
wheelchair accessible van  
 

License 
 
In NSW, no license, registration or 
CTP insurance is required to use a 
powered wheelchair if it is capable 
of  travelling at less than 10 km/hr. 

A Powered 
Wheelchair 
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Options 
 

 Armrests - desk or full length; 
detachable, flip-up or fixed; 
height adjustable. 

 

 Footplates - fixed, swing-
away or detachable; adjustable 
height; one or two piece; 
elevating; extra heel or calf 
support. 

 

 Seat - various amounts of 
cushioning and support 
available. 

 

 Castors and tyres - pneumatic 
(air filled), solid, or microcellular 
(foam).  Range of sizes. 

 

 Other options - anti-tip bars, 
tray, seat belt, trunk supports, 
headrests, lockable controls. 

 

 Recline or tilt - backrest may 
recline or ‘tilt-in-space’.  The 
latter allows the seat and 
backrest to recline together. 

 

Powered Wheelchairs 
 
Powered wheelchairs are suitable if 
you have difficulty using a manual 
wheelchair.  However, a manual 
wheelchair should be kept as a back 
up during breakdowns, or to access 
areas unsuitable for a powered 
wheelchair. 
 

Folding Frame 
 
These fold for 
transport, similar 
to a manual 
wheelchair.  As 
the frame and 
batteries are 
extremely heavy, 
this should not be 
done regularly. 
 

 
 

Fixed Frame 
 
These are non-folding chairs, which 
offer more options than a folding 
frame.  Options may include various 
seat sizes, seat positioning, 
adjustability and suspension. 
 

Wheel Configuration 
 

Most powered wheelchairs are 
rear-wheel drive, suitable for both 
indoor and outdoor use.  Some 
offer front or mid-wheel drive, 
making them more manoeuvrable 
indoors. 
 

Measurements 
 

Measurement by an occupational 
therapist or experienced sales 
person is recommended, to 
determine suitable dimensions for 
the seat, backrest, armrests and 
footplates.  An incorrect fit can 
lead to muscle and joint pain, or 
poor posture. 
 

Controls 
 

Control is usually by a joystick 
fitted to the right or left armrest. 
 
 

Power Conversion 
 

There are motorised attachments 
which convert a manual wheelchair 
into a powered chair.  There are 
also units that enable an attendant 
to push a chair up gradients, hills 
and ramps. 
 
 


